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The Building Standards Department issues BUILDER TIPS as part of our customer service program. They are designed to provide an improved 
understanding of the Building Code and to reduce the costs associated with correcting infractions. Please contact your area building inspector for 
further information or call the Building Standards Department at (905) 475-4850 
 

Illustration taken from:  

http://www.clsab.ca/about-clsab/more-information-
lumber-grading/what-the-grade-marks-mean.aspx 

ONTARIO BUILDING CODE

9.23.10.4. Continuity of Studs 
(1)  Wall studs shall be continuous for the full storey 
height except at openings and shall not be spliced 
except by finger-jointing with a structural adhesive.  

 

A-9.23.10.4(1) Finger Jointed Lumber 
The NLGA “Standard Grading Rules for Canadian 
Lumber” referenced in 9.3.2.1. refers to two special 
product standards SPS-1 “ Finger jointed Structural 
Lumber,” and SPS-3 “Finger Jointed Stud Lumber - 
Vertical Use only,” produced by NLGA. Materials 
identified as conforming to these standards is considered 
to meet the requirements in this Sentence for joining with 

a structural adhesive. Lumber finger joined in 
accordance with SPS-3 should be used as a vertical end 
loaded member in compression only, where sustained 
bending or tension loading conditions are not present, 
and where the moisture content of the wood will not 
exceed 19%. Finger joined lumber may not be visually 
regarded or remanufactured into a higher stress grade 
even if the quality of the lumber containing finger joints 
would otherwise warrant such regarding. 

OBJECTIVE 

The use of finger jointed Structural Lumber is permitted 
as long as the lumber is properly graded and stamped. 
Note: the finger jointed lumber must be marked SPS-1 or 
SPS
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