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PREFALE TQ THE V1SN

Welcome to the heritage village of
Unionville, Ontario — and to a vision of
how this extraordinary community can prosper

well into the future.

Historically rich and visually stunning,
Unionville faces considerable challenges if it
is to remain vibrant over the long term. This
document evaluates those challenges in detail,
identifies opportunities for improvement, and
recommends a set of interconnected solutions

that can unfold over time.

Following an Executive Summary and Plan
Overview and Goals, this Vision Book presents
concepts for enhancing the community,

unfolding in a series of focus areas and themes.

The reader is invited to imagine we are taking
an unhurried walk up through the heart of the
village. We'll stroll north along Main Street
from Highway 7 all the way to Toogood Pond,

crossing the street now and then and taking

short side trips to explore key details.

Our purpose is to learn what has been put in
place over time, observe what is true today, and

envision what could be for tomorrow.

[t should be noted that this is a vision plan

and that improvements and amenities, such as
streetscapes, public washrooms, facilities (such

as the amphitheatre), tree planting, renovation of
the recycling depot, etc. are conceptual in nature.
Implementation will depend upon feasibility of
infrastructure installation, as well as available
funding and resources identified in the course of
plan review and implementation of the Vision Plan

over time.

Additional future studies will be required to support
the Community Vision Plan :

« Transportation and Parking Study

«  Environmental Site Assessment

«  Master Environmental Servicing Study

«  Functional Servicing Report

« Development and Phasing Plan

« Secondary Plan and Design Guidelines
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A BRIEF HISTORY

l ike all good stories, this one starts a few

centuries ago — in 1794, to be precise.

Hardy families emigrating from Germany and
Pennsylvania, led by William Berczy, took
advantage of free land grants. They began
working the fertile, untouched farmland several
miles north of “Muddy York,” the prim ancestor
of modern Toronto. The areas rich soil was well
fed by a network of creeks and streams, part of

today’s extensive Rouge River system.

The first hint of a village sprouted north of
present-day Unionville, up Kennedy Road above
16th Avenue. Settler Philip Eckardt allowed

his log cabin to double as a church. Soon a

real church was built nearby. You can still find
headstones from the late 1790s and early 1800s in
the Bethesda Lutheran cemetery at the top of the
hill.

In time, the settlers had wheat to grind and
livestock to feed. By the 1840s, the community
centre moved southward with the building of the
Union Mills, including two grist mills situated
along a more protected part of the Rouge, and

Unionville began to take shape.

The rest of the story unfolds on our walk through

the focus areas.
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